
Course Description

The instructional focus of sixth grade English will
include: vocabulary development, reading
strategies, literary analysis, fluency, grammar,
and writing. We will be reading a variety of
fiction and nonfiction literature with media,
poetry, and drama connections. We will also
develop our writing skills across the modes. Our
purpose is to develop students who are critical
thinkers, analytical readers, and proficient
writers.

Communication

• The Sixth grade Update Portal (SUP) contains 
class agendas and announcements for each 
core class 

• Canvas contains course modules, course 
grades, and a course calendar

• The ELA Department Website contains 
enrichment and extension reading and 
writing activities

• Please check Skyward for overall grade 
averages

Supplies
An important part of middle 

school is developing 
effective organizational 

strategies and habits.

The following tools are 
recommended to help keep 

you organized:

Ø 1 Composition
Ø Something to write with
Ø Your Agenda/Planner
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BE PREPARED
Ø Come to class on time. This 

means being in your seat 
at the start time, focused 
and ready to learn.

Ø Come to class with the 
necessary supplies.

BE RESPECTFUL
Ø Respect your classmates, 

your teacher, and yourself.

Ø Respect our class time and 
our materials.

DO YOUR BEST
Ø Be responsible for your 

learning; work hard and do 
your best. 

Ø Don’t be afraid to ask for 
help. 

“BOOKS ARE A UNIQUELY PORTABLE MAGIC.”
– Stephen King

Class Expectations

Upon returning from an absence, students should check
in during morning tutorials for missed work. Students have
one day for each day absent to turn in makeup work.
Assignments given to the students before an absence
are due upon return to school. Athletes and all other
school group participants (Band, Choir, Cheer, Theater
etc.) are responsible for getting their work ahead of time
if they miss class due to a scheduled event. Students
may always reach out via email while absent to check in
and receive work electronically.

Make up work for Absences

Formative Assessment Policy
Formative assessments reinforces skills learned in
class, provides an opportunity to complete long
term assignments in small chunks, and allows
students to complete work started at school or to
prepare for an upcoming lesson. Since reading and
writing rates vary greatly among seventh graders,
homework time is hard to predict. If students use
their class time wisely, they should not need to
spend an inordinate amount of time (on the
average) each night on language arts activities.
Instead students are encouraged to spend time
reading at home. All missing assignments are due
by the last day of the grading period. NO
EXCEPTIONS

SUMMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT (70%):

Summative grades show 
the result of learning and  

include tests,  projects, 
presentations, and final 

written assignments.
FORMATIVE 

ASSESSMENT (30%)  
Formative grades show 
the process of learning 
and include daily work, 

practice quizzes, and the 
writing process
LATE WORK

If an assignment is not 
submitted on the day it is 
due, a 0 will be used as a 
place holder until it has 
been submitted. Zeros 

are not acceptable. All 
zeros must be submitted 
before the end of each 

grading period. 

Grading



Tutorials Daily 8:30-8:55

“You cannot open a book without learning 
something.”  -Confucius 

For those of you wishing for more practice and
enrichment please visit our SSMS English department
website for more information.

Enrichment Opportunities

Summative Assessment Policy

Academic Dishonesty
Students who plagiarize or otherwise engage
academic dishonesty face serious consequences.
The minimum consequence for plagiarism or
academic dishonesty will be to completely redo the
assignment.

Novels
These novels will be read 
and analyzed during class 
time. When we read and 
study these novels, students 
are encouraged to bring 
their own copy so they may 
use them for annotation 
and note taking. 

• Tuck Everlasting by 
Natalie Babbitt 

• A Long Walk to Water by 
Linda Sue Park

• Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them by 
J.K. Rowling (class copy 
available) 

We will also be assigning 
independent reading 
novels over the course of 
the year. Their choice lists 
will be distributed at a later 
date.

Summative corrections and/or retakes are available
to students based on individual need. Please come
speak with your ELA teacher during tutorials to
discuss and explore your options.

If you need to meet with me during advisory,
remember you must get the “advisory” section of
your agenda signed by me in ADVANCE!

All revisions and retakes are due by the last day of
the grading period. NO EXCEPTIONS

Tutorials are a great opportunity for:

• Asking questions/getting extra practice with concepts from class that
students are struggling with

• Test corrections/Retesting
• Checking in and collecting work after an absence
• Turning in late/make up work


